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Abstract 

This chapter provides an overview of the conflict between India and Pakistan from a 

Pakistani perspective. It addresses how India, and especially Kashmir, has been represented by 

politicians and by the media. This chapter then discusses some of the grassroots activities that 

have taken place across the country to try to influence government policy, and to build bridges 

with Indian people and organizations also working for peace. 

 

Introduction 

Given the generalization that men start conflicts and women are left to pick up the pieces, 

it is hardly surprising that women are at the forefront of peace efforts around the world. This is 

the case in India and Pakistan too, where the peace movement, particularly Track Two, or 

people-to-people dialogues, has gained tremendous momentum over the last decade. The 

involvement of women in this process has been crucial, although it doesn’t always involve a 

gender perspective.  

People’s diplomacy, while essential in creating an atmosphere that pressurizes the 

governments to dialogue, is no substitute for state-level commitment or interaction. The tension 
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between the two countries, as well as the efforts to overcome them, must also be seen in the 

overall political context – that the people’s movement for peace has certainly had influence, 

forcing the governments to recognize that dialogue is the only way forward. Since the 1990s in 

particular, there have been several initiatives on various fronts to ‘defy the divide’.1 One might 

think of this process as many streams flowing across an arid landscape, refreshing it as they pass, 

all joining up to feed a river flowing forcefully towards peace; new streams and brooks cropping 

up along the way to join this flow, some continue into the river. The streams often find their path 

blocked by formidable obstacles placed by implacable governments; some dry up while others 

find an alternative route. In the end though, all these streams strengthen the momentum for peace 

– but they cannot succeed in any sustainable way unless their governments remove the blockages 

and commit to the process, with political will and in deeds. 

This chapter describes the development of some of these streams, but does so with 

particular attention given to the role of women and women’s organizations in people’s 

diplomacy.  

 

Background to the conflict 

The Indian subcontinent gained independence from British rule at midnight between 14 

and 15 August, 19472 and simultaneously partitioned India and Pakistan (West Pakistan and East 

Pakistan, with India in between). There was severe opposition to the division as the two 

countries embarked upon separate, but inextricably intertwined destinies. The relationship since 

then has been likened to that of two siblings engaged in an intense, even murderous, rivalry 

(India being the elder brother); a messy divorce – a close relationship gone sour; two sides of the 

same coin; distorted mirror images of each other.3  
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Partition, Identity and the Politics of religion 

Partition entailed the largest migratory exchange in recorded history – some 7 million 

refugees fled to Pakistan and 4 million to India. An estimated 1.5 to 2 million were massacred, 

often as they struggled in convoys on foot or by train from ancestral homes to new, unfamiliar 

lands; some 75,000 women are estimated to have been abducted and raped. Later, the autonomy 

of many was further violated when a bilateral agreement forced thousands to return, regardless of 

their wishes4. 

The politics of religion have increased tensions over the years, dividing communities that 

once lived peacefully together. Pakistan’s founder, Mohammad Ali Jinnah (‘QUaid-e-Azam’ or 

great leader), tried to put the genie back in the bottle, emphasizing Pakistan as a moderate 

Muslim nation built upon democratic principles. His undertaking that religion would be a 

personal matter5 was subverted by those who had initially opposed the formation of the new 

country, but now insisted that it was meant to be an ‘Islamic state’. Jinnah died 13 months after 

independence, and attempts to ‘Islamise’ Pakistan led to increasing restrictions on women, 

religious minorities (including other Muslim sects), as well as worsening relations with India. 

Events at home and in the region have contributed to the lack of a democracy in Pakistan 

and a political vacuum increasingly filled by religious militancy, particularly since the Afghan 

war. After the withdrawal of the Russians, the ‘Mujahideen’ (holy warriors) turned their sights 

on Kashmir, as well as Pakistan, targeting local Shia, Ahmedi and Christian populations. Their 

activities have given impetus to Hindu extremism.6 Religious fundamentalists on either side of 

the border feed upon each other spawning hatred and bigotry which increase tension and 

mistrust.  
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The destruction of the Babri Mosque7 in India in 1992 fuelled religious extremism on 

both sides. Pakistani zealots attacked several Hindu temples and churches.8 But the Gujarat 

massacres of 2003 in India did not trigger a backlash against religious minorities in Pakistan; by 

this time, the post-9/11 world had led to a change in Pakistan’s ‘jehadi’ policy and these groups 

were on the run. 

 

Threat and hostility perceptions in Pakistan  

There is a widely held perception in Pakistan that India has never accepted its existence 

and is always working to destroy it. This construct, deliberately developed by the establishment, 

has led to Pakistan consistently looking westward for ‘strategic depth’, seeking to assert its 

‘Muslim’ rather than South Asian identity. The damage that this has caused to the country itself 

is one thing, but this view also threatens peace in the region by not allowing better relations with 

India. Although they are regularly voiced, it is difficult for contrary views to gain wider 

acceptance. For example, defence analyst Ayesha Siddiqa maintains that Pakistan should 

concentrate on its strengths rather than defining its identity from an anti-India point of view. 

‘India is the major power in the region, so it makes sense for Pakistan to work with it, and for 

both to move forward together rather than in conflict… India has never attacked Pakistan’9.  

But neither country has lost an opportunity to weaken the other. Pakistan projects India’s 

role in the formation of Bangladesh (former East Pakistan), as an unprovoked attack and 

attributes the loss of over half its population and humiliating surrender at Dhaka (to India) on 

December 16, 1971 to India’s interference. It is only now, over 25 years later, that Pakistan is 

coming to terms with and acknowledging its own role in the debacle.10 The West Pakistan 

establishment never treated East Pakistan on par, and the Bengalis found its policies no better 
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than those of the British colonial rulers. By 1966, they were demanding greater autonomy, 

articulated by the Awami League’s Sheikh Mujibur Rehman in his famous Six Points. West 

Pakistani establishment refused to honour the Awami League’s decisive victory in the December 

1970 elections, leading to popular unrest in the East. In March, the West Pakistan army was sent 

to crush the uprising, which it did brutally. Millions of refugees fled to India11 – a factor that 

India used to justify entering the fray.  

 

Siachen, Separatists and Kashmir 

Pakistan’s support of the Sikh demand for a separate homeland, and India’s support to 

Pakistan’s Sindhi nationalists have added to the tensions between them. In 1984, the two armies 

began fighting for the uninhabitable glacier of Siachen on the Himalayan peaks and continue to 

deploy forces there, losing more men to hypothermia and frostbite than to enemy fire12. 

However, the biggest area of conflict remains Kashmir, cited as the root cause or the ‘core issue’ 

of the conflict between the two countries, over which they have fought two declared wars – 1948 

and 1965. A third ‘war-like’ situation in 1999 (Kargil) alarmed the entire world as both were 

nuclear-armed by then. However, some believe that if Kashmir were not in the picture, the 

establishments of both countries would find other reasons to justify their continued military 

expenditures and defence budgets – particularly Pakistan, where the army has been in control for 

most of the country’s existence, and which defines itself in relation to the perceived threat from 

India. 

Pakistan views Kashmir as Partition’s ‘unfinished business’ pending from the choice 

given to the princely states to accede to either India or Pakistan. Muslim-majority states joined 

Pakistan, while Hindu-majority states joined India. Exceptions included Kashmir, ruled by a 
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Hindu Maharaja over a Muslim majority population, and Hyderabad and Junagadh, where 

Muslims ruled over Hindu-majority populations.  

In Kashmir, an uprising in Poonch and a subsequent incursion by armed tribesmen from 

Pakistan (supported unofficially by the Pakistan Army), led the indecisive Maharaja to turn to 

New Delhi for help. Since armed support from New Delhi would be termed as an invasion if 

Kashmir was not part of India, India’s Governor General, Lord Mountbatten agreed to the 

Maharaja’s request if he acceded to India – but stipulated that once law and order had been 

restored ‘the question of the State’s accession should be settled by reference to the people’. The 

reference never took place, despite Pakistan’s efforts. India asserts that in the present context, 

despite its special status Kashmir is an integral part it.  

Both Junagadh and Hyderabad were also taken over by India. The Nawab of Junagadh 

had acceded to Pakistan (advised by his pro-Pakistan Chief Minister Sir Shahnawaz Bhutto13); 

India invaded, held a plebiscite and Junagadh became part of India. Hyderabad, Deccan, 

surrounded by Indian territory, was also forced to accede to India14. But the biggest prize is 

Kashmir, strategically located and contiguous to both India and Pakistan, besides being the 

source of their major rivers – and for Pakistan, a rallying point in that the struggle for its freedom 

involves co-religionists. 

When Kashmiri youths, disillusioned by New Delhi’s rule took to arms in 1988, Pakistan 

saw this as an opportunity to weaken its eastern neighbour. Over the years, the involvement of 

foreign ‘jehadis’ in the Kashmir uprising has subverted its secular nature and raised the level of 

violence, providing Indian security forces an excuse for a more vicious crackdown. Today, 

Kashmiris, frustrated by both Pakistan and India, are unlikely to voluntarily opt for either. 
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The nuclear issue 

Pakistan’s tit-for-tat response to India’s nuclear explosions of 1998 created what some 

considered a ‘nuclear deterrent’ that would contribute to regional security – based on the gamble 

that the other country would not use nuclear weapons because of fallout risks, and the response 

of the world community. However, since the tests, relations between the two countries dipped to 

an all-time low with the Kargil crisis. The non-transparency of the nuclear chain of command 

and control and the tensions between the two countries have in fact contributed to a greater sense 

of insecurity, condemning the people of the region to live under the perpetual shadow of a 

nuclear threat15. 

 

Terrorism, especially post-9/11 

Washington’s response to the terrorist attacks of 11 September, 2001 provided a cue to 

regimes worldwide dealing with internal ‘demons’. From Moscow (against the Chechens) and 

Jerusalem (against the Palestinians), to Kathmandu (against the Maoists) and New Delhi (against 

the Kashmiris), governments stepped up their actions against political dissidents. As action 

against ‘terrorists’ intensified, New Delhi increased its rhetoric on ‘cross-border terrorism’. An 

attack on the Indian Parliament on 31 December, 2001 led to New Delhi upping the ante by 

blaming Islamabad. Air, road and rail links between the two countries were suspended, causing 

immense hardship to ordinary people as well as huge economic losses. Troops amassed on the 

border in ‘eyeball-to-eyeball’ confrontation, raising fears of a nuclear standoff.  

 

Education and Media. 

Media and education systems reinforce conflicts between the two countries. Pakistani 
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school and college textbooks have, since independence, reflected and fed the tensions, a process 

accelerated during the Zia years (the ‘saffronization’16 of education in India over the last 15 

years is used by Pakistani hardliners to justify their own distortions of history). Pakistani 

textbooks stress India’s aggression while glossing over Pakistan’s own role in precipitating the 

conflict. India is presented as the aggressor and Pakistan as the aggrieved.17  

The mass media’s potential to contribute to greater openness and understanding is often 

countered by the nature of ‘deadline news’. The government-controlled radio and television 

dutifully toe the government line on foreign and domestic policies and ‘national interest’. In fact, 

‘TV and radio on both sides have been hostile to each other, and there was never any subtlety in 

the propaganda unleashed on each other’.18 

The official pro-jehadi policy (which changed post-9/11) has, over the years, permeated 

popular culture, and contributed to reinforcing negative stereotypes not only with regard to ‘the 

enemy’, India, but also to women19 and religious minorities20. The Indian news media is banned 

in Pakistan, but Bollywood films have always been popular there, despite official attempts at 

‘othering’21 and a ban on importing Indian films since 1954.22 There are periodic attempts to 

counter the ‘cultural invasion’ with bans on Indian films, songs and books23 – and most recently, 

the Internet,24 which too can be a source of both increasing tensions and building peace. An 

informal survey of unmoderated chat sites between Indians and Pakistanis reveals largely vitriol, 

hatred and abuse; although some sites can, and do, promote values of understanding and 

tolerance between the two countries, communities and cultures. The ban on Indian media often 

triggers heated debates in newspapers. Some support these bans while others argue that the 

cultural base and patriotism of Pakistanis is not so shallow that it will be endangered by exposure 

to another culture or propaganda.  
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Restrictive visa regime and ‘intelligence’ harassment 

The process of ‘othering’ is consolidated by lack of contact between ordinary Indians and 

Pakistanis. Visa and travel restrictions imposed since the 1965 war25 were made more stringent 

during the early 1980s.26 Applicants are only granted visas to visit relatives; tourism is not an 

option, but exceptions may be made for medical reasons27 or conferences. Government servants 

often require No Objection Certificates (NOCs) to travel to the other country. Once the visa has 

been granted, applicants must enter and exit from one of three approved points,28 using the same 

mode of transport each way. On arrival, barring an exemption, the visitor must register with a 

local police station within 24 hours of arrival and departure. Even when visas are granted and the 

border crossed, intelligence agencies frequently monitor, question or even interrogate not only 

the visitors, but also their hosts. The inconvenience and sense of fear this causes creates another 

barrier between the people, and contributes to a reluctance among ordinary people (particularly 

those who are not involved in any political movement or activism) to meet or host guests from 

across the border 

Fear of reprisals by intelligence agencies as well as spoon-fed notions of patriotism – the 

desire to not expose problems and weaknesses to ‘the enemy’, particularly in ‘enemy territory’ 

itself – also inhibit ordinary people.29 Indians and Pakistanis meeting for the first time are often 

surprised at how similar they are, almost as if they expect horns growing on the other’s head.30 

 

Peacebuilding efforts  

The obstacles for peace summarized above might appear insurmountable, but they can be 

overcome given political will and determination, and if the respective governments take the cue 
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given by the people of India and Pakistan, who have made it clear that they want to overcome 

hostilities and live peacefully as neighbours. There is also a great sense of curiosity about each 

other, which has largely remained unsatisfied. The outpouring of friendship and warmth of 

ordinary Pakistanis that thousands of Indians experienced during the one-day test cricket matches 

in Pakistan in spring 2004 is just one example of these aspirations31 that are usually suppressed 

by visa restrictions and fear of intelligence agencies discussed above. Over the last decade in 

particular, periods of conflict between India and Pakistan’s governments have galvanized more 

and more citizens in both countries to work for peace – the nuclear tests of 1998, for example, 

catalyzed a joint antinuclear movement, with synchronized protests and appeals as did the Kargil 

conflict. 

Citizens of both countries tend to go out of their way to meet when they can, which often 

happens only in third countries, as expatriates, students, or at international conferences. Since the 

1980s, the rise of South Asian regional consciousness32 and the growth of non-government 

organizations (NGOs) 33 have facilitated contacts in South Asia itself34, if not always in India or 

Pakistan. When border restrictions in the Punjab were eased as the Sikh separatist insurgency in 

West Punjab died down,35 contacts increased. These have since been facilitated by the 

emergence of the World Wide Web and email. The focus may not always be ‘peace’36 but 

greater interaction and understanding does contribute to the peace process, whether it is 

professionals discussing education, activists collaborating on common issues like violence in 

society, domestic violence and violence against women, or religious fundamentalism and legal 

issues, nuclear weapons, media, environment and labour. Many professional and activist groups 

working in their own fields – media, art, theatre, music, film and dance – are reaching out to 

similar groups across the border. Such initiatives are often made on a person by person, case by 
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case basis with a minimum of organizational or institutional support.37 Many increasingly use 

these platforms categorically to call for peace, often taking on contentious issues and positions.38  

The various initiatives undertaken during the 1980s have fed into the overall peace 

movement that has steadily gained momentum since then.  

‘A significant event occurred in April 1984. The English language newspaper The Muslim 

invited a number of eminent Indian journalists and intellectuals to Islamabad for a conference 

with Pakistani journalists, politicians and retired civil and military officials. Nikhil Chakravarty 

was among the Indian delegation as was a retired vice-chief of army staff of India, the first ever 

to visit Pakistan for such a conference. The rights and wrongs in the India–Pakistan relationship 

were aired by both sides with great frankness and candour. The contacts established between 

peace seeking Pakistanis and Indians during this conference were to go a long way in making 

joints efforts for peace in the following years’.39  

 

Women’s Roles in the Peace Movements 

The 1980s also saw the proliferation of women’s NGOs, many of them started by 

feminists who had become politically active with the Women’s Action Forum (WAF) that started 

in 1981. Some individual attempts have led to significant results. The painter Salima Hashmi,40 

daughter of the famous poet Faiz Ahmed Faiz, began visiting India regularly from 1981. She 

stated that: ‘there was no information there on the other side of the wall about Pakistan. What 

filtered across was music, poetry and literature, and of course television. But there were no 

personal contacts. For art, we needed to have a physical engagement’.41 In 1986, she took a 

group of 40 students from the National College of Arts, Lahore (formerly Mayo College), for the 

Delhi Triennale. Those initial contacts have expanded, contributing to several group and joint 
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exhibitions, shows and instalments in each other’s countries, and around the world, including 

Berlin, London and New York. In 1997, artists from both countries celebrated 50 years of India 

and Pakistan with a joint exhibition called ‘Crossing Boundaries’. It took a year of paper-pushing 

to get the show across from India to Pakistan42. Galleries on both sides put up joint exhibitions 

of each others artists’ works, with themes often based on the concepts of peace or the conflicts 

that have stymied the development of both countries. Artists from Bombay and Karachi have 

participated in the ‘Aar Paar’ (Across) exhibition which has been shown at public places in both 

cities, and has expanded to include images on the Internet. It takes the theme beyond peace, to 

‘making fun of the demonizing’, as Salima Hashmi says.43 

Environmentalists also made crucial links in the 1980s, starting with a delegation of 

women from the resource centre Shirkat Gah44 studying the Chipko movement in 1988. The visit 

was followed by the first joint India–Pakistan Conference on the Environment in Pakistan45, 

participated in by Pakistani and Indian NGOs, government and media. The idea was that this 

would lead to regular exchanges and collaborations given the commonality on environmental 

issues. ‘But nothing did unfortunately, with the situation between Pakistan and India getting so 

fractious’, recalls one participant46. But there were some follow-ups, like the month-long 

regional workshop in Bangalore in August 1989, on video training for women in development 

organizations working on community issues. Later, women trainers from India came to Pakistan 

to conduct a similar workshop in Lahore.  

At the same time, other efforts also continued, accelerating in the 1990s47, and expanding 

beyond women and environmentalists to academics48, businessmen and women49, 

parliamentarians, and schoolchildren. There have been sports meets (including those for the 

blinds), and even retired generals and colonels from both sides managed to organize at least three 
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reunions in India and Pakistan since 199550, even though visas are not granted to military 

personnel, retired or otherwise, or their offspring. The nuclear tests of 1998 galvanized more 

action from such retired officers51. In 1999 and 2000, a large number of retired senior military 

officers and their wives visited the neighbouring country and met their counterparts. The India 

Pakistan Soldiers Initiative was organized to create better understanding and to promote peace. 

General Pervez Musharraf received Indian generals, admirals and air marshals. Several Indian 

army chiefs of staff publicly hinted that India-Pakistan problems should be resolved on the 

negotiating table.  

But real momentum for peace came in the mid 1990s when it became a political 

movement, engaging with politicians and involving the people and the media, opening up the 

process beyond conference halls and seminar rooms. ‘The last decade of the twentieth century 

saw the tide decisively turn in favour of open campaigns for peace and against war’, comments 

former economic minister (and self-confessed one-time hawk) Dr Mubashir Hasan.52 It began 

with a series of public statements in the spring of 1990, by prominent Indians and Pakistanis 

urging a united front against conflict and a political solution to all problems, including Kashmir. 

 At the end of May 1990, some of the signatories of the Pakistani statement raised the level of 

their campaign and decided to meet their counterparts in India and leaders in Indian government 

and politics. It was a private visit, the first ever of its kind. They even paid their own travel and 

hotel expenses.53 

The group was received and hosted by several prominent political figures in India, and on 

their return to Pakistan held meetings to involve more people. Sustained contact with like-

minded Indians eventually lead to the largest people-to-people initiative between the two 

countries; the Pakistan-India Peoples’ Forum for Peace and Democracy (PIPFPD), formed in 
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1994 and since February 1995, has brought together hundreds of people from both countries 

from different sectors almost annually. Participants pay for their travel, but the hosts facilitate 

their stay in modest hostels and rest houses. Visas (sometimes non-police reporting) are granted 

by both governments who feel compelled to allow these meetings to take place as a ‘way out’ or 

a ‘face-saver’ when they reach an impasse, believes Dr Mubashir Hasan. The themes taken up 

include de-militarization (and since 1998, de-nuclearization), intolerance, globalization and 

Kashmir. Sustained dialogue has led to several joint declarations, forged by consensus, often 

after much debate.54 

The peace movement gained urgency with the nuclear tests of 1998 and the Kargil 

conflict of 1999. A courageous but low-profile post-Kargil initiative from India involved a group 

of male history students, led by their teacher Mukul Mangalik, in December 1999. Families 

refused to allow female students and several males to undertake the trip, but those who braved it, 

had a pleasant experience even in those tension ridden days55. Those who participated in the 

PIPFPD’s post-Kargil meeting, in Bangalore (April 2000), had a fervour that made the meeting 

particularly momentous.  

Post-Kargil tensions also galvanized women into action, providing a crucial boost to the 

peace movement. ‘They proved more eager for peace, less worried about government positions 

and policies’.56 A ‘women’s peace bus’, involving several women’s groups, came to Pakistan, 

spearheaded by the veteran Gandhian Nirmala Desphande. Pakistani women, led by Asma 

Jahangir, greeted the bus-load of Indian women on their arrival in Lahore with flower garlands, 

music and glass bangles. ‘We exchanged bangles, which are traditionally used as symbols of 

weakness57, and subverted the negative connotation to positive one by using them as symbols of 

peace’, says Asma Jahangir. The colourful reception was extensively reported, but not always 
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positively, as some newspapers denigrated the reception as ‘un-Islamic’ and ‘anti-Pakistan’. 

The momentum was carried forward in May 2000, with two bus-loads of Pakistani 

women going to India. ‘It was not a conference but truly a people-to-people movement’ says 

Asma Jahangir, who left the Jaipur leg of the trip early in order to meet opposition leader Sonia 

Gandhi, at the latter’s invitation. Other prominent Indian women involved included New Delhi’s 

Chief Minister Sheela Dixit and Rajasthan’s Tourism Minister Bina Agarwal.58  

 

Cultural and Artistic Activities  

Cultural activities – literature, art, music, film, dance and drama – have played a major 

role in popularizing the ideas generated by the peace movement. Over the years, these initiatives 

have merged with the political movement for peace, each strengthening the other.59 The PIPFPD 

conferences often include performances by theatre groups Tehrik-e-Niswan in Karachi, and 

Ajoka in Lahore, headed by Sheema Kirmani and Madeeha Gauhar respectively, both long-time 

PIPFPD members. The Karachi Convention in December 2003, attended by almost 200 Indians 

(the largest delegation so far) included plays and musical evenings.60 An unrelated event in the 

city at the same time was the Third Kara Film Festival, which featured entries from India, and 

involved the participation of prominent film-makers like Anand Patwardhan61 and Mahesh 

Bhatt, although the biggest draw was undoubtedly the latter’s daughter Pooja! 

The first India–Pakistan Theatre Festival, organized by Ajoka Theatre in Lahore in 

March 2004 focused on the theme of women. Sheema Kirmani’s adaptation of the Greek comedy 

Lysistrata is set in an India–Pakistan context, while Ajoka’s Aik Thee Nani (There was a 

Grandmother) deals with the theme of divided families. Ajoka has also taken its plays across to 
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India several times, including with the PIPFPD; PIPFPD members from Kolkata have invited 

Sheema to Shantiniketan in July, 2004, to celebrate Tagore’s birthday.  

 

Post-9/11Peace Initiatives  

Since 2001, the global peace movement mobilized against the attacks on Afghanistan and 

Iraq by US-led forces has fed the antiwar activism generated by tensions between nuclear-armed 

India and Pakistan. Hundreds of individuals, parliamentarians and peace organizations endorsed 

a memorandum urging restraint, calling for dialogue and demanding the restoration of road and 

rail links between India and Pakistan. Over 250 parliamentarians and organizations, particularly 

antinuclear groups worldwide, including Pakistan and India, Australia, UK, US, New Zealand, 

Canada, and Japan, urged a resumption of dialogue between the two countries. Expatriate Indians 

and Pakistanis participated in joint actions, like the demonstration on 5 January 2002, in Boston, 

when Indians, Pakistanis, Bangladeshis and Americans, many of them students, demanded that 

India and Pakistan resolve their differences peacefully. In San Francisco on 7 January, a loosely 

organized group called ‘Friends of South Asia’ (FOSA), comprising students, Silicon Valley 

professionals, scientists and engineers, demonstrated outside the Indian Consulate with an 

antiwar petition and a memorandum of demands for both governments to de-escalate the crisis, 

resolve the tension by diplomatic initiatives, pull back the military build-up at the border, and 

‘start an unconditional and honest dialogue on Kashmir, one of the main causes of the dispute’.  

Meanwhile, in Pakistan the police forcibly disrupted a peace demonstration in Karachi on 

the same day, 7 January. Earlier, peace demonstrators marching to the Wagah border on 31 

December were violently stopped by the Rangers. In both cases, the demonstrators included 

ordinary citizens who had arrived at the venue on learning of the event; they included teachers, 
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IT specialists, doctors, lawyers, retired armed forces officers, and ‘housewives’. There were 

individuals as well as members of NGOs, trade unions, political organizations, women’s and 

human rights groups. The interest of ordinary people is evident in the number of phone calls 

received at newspaper offices in Lahore asking for how they could participate in the Wagah rally 

– so much so that the widely circulated daily Jang was pressured to announce the time and date. 

In Karachi, a 60-year-old housewife in Gulshan-e-Iqbal learnt of the (7 January) rally and came 

to participate in it – the first time she had taken such a step. After the police disruption, she 

offered her own house for future meetings of the peace group62. 

 

Women's roles and involvement; successes and challenges 

Today, the peace movement in India and Pakistan is at a stage that no government will 

find easy to roll back. But it has been a long and slow process, pushed back ever so often by the 

hurdles discussed above. Women have played a significant role in this – indeed, have often taken 

daring positions related specifically to gender63 – and while their role in peacebuilding between 

India and Pakistan has not always been based on gender, their experiences and perspectives as 

women inform their actions, differentiating them from fellow male activists.64  

Narrow notions of nationalism and religion impact women more than men, and their 

basic assertions of individuality (dress, public behaviour) assume political overtones. During the 

Zia years, women were discouraged from wearing saris (this ‘Hindu’ dress was banned on the 

national television) and most stopped wearing ‘bindis’ on their foreheads. The Islamic and 

national credentials of women who practice classical dance – like Nahid Siddiqui and Sheema 

Kirmani – are constantly questioned (they were banned from performing in public during the Zia 

years), as this, too, is seen as a ‘Hindu’ tradition. Yet women have continued to defy such taboos. 
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Since the 1980s, Indian and Pakistani women have sustained the cross-border friendships and 

associations, and retained the sense of solidarity developed initially during meetings and 

seminars. There is an unspoken resolve to abide by these friendships and continue the dialogue, 

regardless of political differences and opinions.65  

 The peace bus was particularly significant, given its timing. ‘It happened at a time 

(March 2000) when hostility between the two countries was intense…and diplomatic and track 

two channels of communication had reached an almost all-time low. In such an environment, 

women’s groups in the two countries were creating a space for themselves and were also 

contributing to the creation of an atmosphere for the building (and rebuilding) of human 

relationships and for substantive dialogue on contentious issues including the Kashmir 

conflict.’66  

The ice-breaking visit made two significant contributions in building peace between the 

two countries: ‘Firstly, through the opportunities for face-to-face interaction and dialogue, they 

were facilitating a much-needed humanization of perceived “others”. Secondly, they were 

substantively engaging in multi-track processes through their sustained meetings with various 

individuals including President Pervez Musharraf (of Pakistan) and Foreign Minister Jaswant 

Singh (of India), NGO workers, media-persons, the business community and grassroots leaders 

in the two countries’.67 

 The women’s peace bus catalyzed the formation of another significant organization;68 

after the activist and journalist Imtiaz Alam organized an open forum with Indian delegates for 

the daily, The News. ‘They could call us anti-nationals and traitors, but when an established 

media organization invited the Indian activists, it gave a great credibility to their visit’, 

comments Asma Jahangir. The accepted norms of ‘nationalism’ were further challenged when 
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Nirmala Desphande made the significant declaration that with the two countries poised on the 

verge of a nuclear war, she did not consider herself an Indian but a world citizen who had to 

speak out for peace69.  

The significance of high profile media events like the women’s peace bus cannot be 

underestimated, but they need to be viewed as part of a process, fed by many other initiatives, by 

individuals and special interest groups, ranging from students and businessmen and women, to 

parliamentarians and academics. Some of these initiatives are bilateral, others regional. Other 

actions that feed into the peace process may appear confined to national borders, but eventually 

have greater repercussions, like action for peace and justice within society, whether it is Indian 

activists taking on their establishments in Kashmir or Gujarat, or Pakistani activists combating 

discriminatory laws and fighting for democracy. Such efforts address the flaws in our respective 

societies, which must be recognized and dealt with if sustainable peace is to be achieved. These 

exposés may be criticized as ‘anti-national’ and ‘playing into the hands of the enemy’. However, 

regional peace can only been strengthened by people defying such taboos, and speaking out on 

principle. Their efforts strengthen each other, whether they are individuals protesting the 

representation of religious minorities in a film,70 or lawyers exposing the injustices of the 

Hudood Ordinances, as Asma Jahangir did in 1985, when she, Hina Jilani and Rashida Patel, 

attended the Law Asia Conference in New Delhi along with a group of pro-government male 

lawyers71.  

Besides the issue of overcoming narrow notions of nationalism, which have to be 

addressed on many levels, there are several challenges that must be surmounted before we can 

arrive at a sustainable and just peace. First of all, there are restrictions that only the governments 

can remove, that keep the people from meeting and understanding each other. Record numbers of 
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Indians and Pakistanis were granted visas to attend the South Asian Association for Regional 

Cooperation (SAARC) conference in Islamabad and World Social Forum (WSF) in Mumbai in 

January 2004, followed by thousands of visas being issued to Indians wanting to attend cricket 

matches scheduled in March and April 2004. However, the ‘Indian invasion’ was followed by a 

sudden clampdown on visas, even for well-known personalities who have visited Pakistan 

several times before72. Observers believe that this is an intelligence agency-led restriction, rather 

than a government policy. This leads to the issue of democratic rule – policies laid down by 

parliament and elected representatives are not honoured in a military establishment dominated 

set-up.  

The observation of one senior politician and bridge-builder who has been privy to many 

official and non-official dialogues is a telling one: ‘It is a curious state of relations between the 

two countries. When India is ready to talk, Pakistan is not willing and when Pakistan is ready, it 

is India who refuses to talk and most of the time both sides indulge in confrontational rhetoric. 

On occasions the two sides seem to reach the brink of a deal or an agreement. However, at the 

last minute, as two senior Indian diplomats confided to me, something or the other happens to 

thwart the deal – an act of sabotage, an armed incursion, a murderous attack, artillery duel at the 

border, irresponsible statement of a leader, or an arms deal with another country’.73 

However, visas are often denied from the Indian side too, as happened with the Peace and 

Conflict Studies Course at the Jamia Hamdard University in Delhi, October 2003 for which the 

Pakistanis were not granted visas. Pakistani students were also denied visas to attend a year-long 

journalism course at the Asian College of Journalism in Chennai – the South Asia Foundation 

has, since 2002, provided scholarships for two students from each South Asian country to attend. 
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Sometimes the problem is not visas, but funding. An Indian and a Pakistani artist who 

studied together in Australia had their students back in their respective countries complete work 

started by art students from across the border. The completed paintings have been exhibited in 

faraway Australia, but not in India or Pakistan, due to lack of funds.74 

Another challenge is how to constructively use the media, which has played a double-

edged role regarding regional peace. The increase in personal interactions75 as well as emails 

since the 1990s, has led to more columns and reporting by Indian journalists in Pakistani 

newspapers and vice versa, but such contributions remains limited mostly to the English 

language press. The ‘nature of the media beast’ and the creed ‘good news is no news’ can lead to 

sensationalism, at the cost of analysis and understanding.  

Noted journalist Khaled Ahmed believes that it is in the domain of private sector media 

that changes can be brought about and ‘the gridlock of hostile media perception on both sides’ 

can be undone. The gridlock between countries is also reflected in the divisions between activists 

(women in particular) and the local language media which is male-dominated and often 

perpetuates a patriarchal, narrowly nationalistic world view.76 While it is essential to publicize 

initiatives undertaken by various special interest groups, there is also need for continued and 

sustained back door dialogues and diplomacy, to work out issues that become contentious under 

the glare of the media, as happened at Agra in 2001 when talks between the two governments 

failed to achieve any concrete results. 

There is a lack of communication between peacebuilding initiatives, with no one 

organization monitoring or recording the myriad activities taking place between the two 

countries. Groups visiting each other’s countries often do not know that their peers have 

undertaken similar journeys, especially since many initiatives go largely unreported. The visit of 
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a Pakistani group visiting India may be reported by the local papers there, but back home, most 

people never learn of their trip unless there is a press conference on return or someone writes an 

article. Such monitoring would be useful – but it must involve the governments’ cooperation, as 

it is the visa-granting authority on both sides of the border that can provide such information to a 

data-collecting body (unless requested by the applicant not to). 
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APPENDIX 

A microcosm of the people’s desire to build peace and the obstacles they face 

The story of Indian and Pakistani teachers involved in teaching English as a foreign 

language (TEFL) attempting to make cross border contacts from 1987 to the present, embodies a 

microcosm of the people’s aspirations and desire for cooperation as well as the hurdles they face 

in trying to realize these aspirations. It started in 1987 at an international conference in Sydney, 

Australia, when Zakia Sarwar, a Pakistani college teacher who founded the Society of Pakistan 

English Language Teachers (SPELT) met Dr S K Varma, Director of the Centre for English and 

Foreign Languages (CEFL) in Hyderabad, Deccan, and obtained an invitation to a conference at 

CEFL later that year.  

‘We thought it important to connect with people in India working in the same discipline, 

sharing the same British colonial legacy and socio-cultural backgrounds, and learn from each 

other instead of reinventing the wheel’, says Prof. Sarwar. ‘One of the legacies of the British, 

English, can be considered a strength, and India has taken a lead in language teaching and 

learning research. So why not turn to our colleagues there instead of to the west, for guidance? 

There is a desperate need in both countries to overhaul curricula and textbooks, for indigenous 

research and answers to mutual questions.’ 

Four Indian teachers  (all women) attended the annual SPELT international conference in 

Pakistan in 1988. Availing of ‘home hospitality’, they stayed at Prof. Sarwar’s house. Their 

departure was marked by emotional farewells, but their visit was not trouble-free for the 

organizers. ‘It’s very difficult to invite people from India, to run around getting police 

registrations done in the middle of the conference, especially when you’re a low-resource 

organization. The next year it became even harder as in order to obtain their visas, we were 
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required to send the first four pages of their passports, and details like their father’s names… It 

was very difficult, especially in those pre-email days. In the end, our working committee decided 

that it’s too nail-biting to put names down on a programme and finally have the participant not 

be granted a visa. Eventually we just gave up.’77  

But the teachers did manage to stay in touch, and some finally met over ten years later, at 

an international conference in Colombo in March 2004. They want to attend the SPELT 

conference in Pakistan, but are unsure whether they will get visas.  
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NOTES 

 
1  The slogan of the December 2003 Karachi Convention of the Pakistan India People’s Forum 

for Peace and Democracy 
2  Pakistan celebrates Independence on 14 August, India on 15 August. 
3  As reflected in Mukul Kesavan’s novel Looking Through Glass, Ravi Dayal, Delhi, 1995. 
4  In December 2003, the media reported the emotional reunion of a 77-year-old Sikh woman, 

Herbans Kaur with her two children, whom she met after 45 years in Muzaffarabad. During 
Partition her Sikh husband had fled to India. Left behind in Muzaffarabad, Herbans became a 
Muslim and married Hadayatullah Awan. She had two children but had to return to India 
after the agreement. She rejoined her previous Sikh husband in Ahmedabad and had a 
daughter and son. Her son Dilweer Singh and his wife accompanied her to Muzaffarabad for 
a wedding. ‘Woman Meets Her Children After 45 Years (Between December 1947 and July 
1948, 9,362 women were recovered in India and 5,510 in Pakistan, even before the legal 
instrument of the Abducted Persons (Recovery and Restoration) Act, which remained in 
force until October 1951. Also see Veena Das, ‘National Honor and Practical Kinship: 
Unwanted Women and Children’, 1995. 

5 ‘…You may belong to any religion or caste or creed. That has nothing to do with the business 
of the state... We are starting in the days when there is no discrimination, no distinction 
between one community and another. We are starting with this fundamental principle that we 
are all citizens and equal citizens of one State...’ Jinnah’s address to the Constituent 
Assembly of Pakistan, 11 August 1947. 

6  Studies have found that some militant Hindu groups actually study the methods and policies 
of Pakistan’s religious extremists, in order to increase their own strength, Rahni Ennor, 
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Australia. 

7  The dispute over the site of the disused sixteenth century mosque has given rise to ‘temple 
politics’ – the use of religion for political purposes.  

8  Studies show that these attacks were invariably carried out not by locals but by marauding 
outsiders – and that the location of the targeted properties in prime commercial areas may 
have paved the way for more commercialization. 

9  Ayesha Siddiqa, discussion with the writer, Karachi, May 2004.  
10  The Hamood-ur-Rehman Commission Report investigating the issue was finally declassified in the year 2000. 
11  8 million, 7 million of them Hindus, by August, according to the Indian government. 
12  ‘The war in the Siachen Glacier is completing 20 years on 13 April 2004. More than 10,000 

soldiers continue to face each other at altitudes between 15,000 and 20,000 feet. Since this 
senseless conflict began, nearly 10,000 soldiers from both sides have been killed and 
wounded’ Asiapeace, April, 2004 

13  Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto’s father. 
14  India dismissed the argument that if Junagadh with its Hindu majority population should be 

part of India, then Kashmir with its Muslim majority population should be part of Pakistan. 
Meanwhile, Pakistan has always glossed over its own role in swallowing up territories like 
Kalat. 

15  There is a host of writings on this issue, including the recent and comprehensive Prisoners of 
the Nuclear Dream, which brings together essays by Pakistanis and Indians, eds. Ramana & 
Reddy, Orient Longman, 2003. The well-known Indian activist and writer Arundhati Roy has 
vocally taken up the campaign against nuclear weapons with several essays including the 
well known ‘Death of Imagination’ (1999) 

16  Saffronization refers to the policies of the Hindu fundamentalist parties in India who have 
adopted saffron as their colour. 

17  Several studies in Pakistan over the years have identified the historical inaccuracies and ideas 
that promote bigotry against non-Muslims in general and Hindus and India in particular. 
Most recently, a study by the Sustainable Development Policy Institute (‘The Subtle 
Subversion’, 2003) provoked a backlash as well as support for proposed educational reforms.  

18   Khaled Ahmed, Himal Southasian, Kathmandu, 1998. 
19  For discussions on women and the media: Hussain, N, 1985, Sarwar, B, July 2000; Ahmer, 

T, 2002 
20  Media critic Dr Mehdi Hasan cites the instance of the film Sakhi Badshah , also shown on the 

widely-watched state-owned Pakistan Television, in which a six-year old boy crosses over to 
India, gives the call to prayers (azan) in a Hindu temple, and then mows down hundreds of 
infidel Hindus with a machine gun. He grows up to become the film’s hero (the late movie 
icon Sultan Rahi), Lahore, March 2002. 

21  Mushtaq Gazdar in his book on the history of Pakistani cinema cites an account by a senior 
producer, of the Ministry of Industries issuing ‘an amusing notification stating, “In principle 
Muslims should not get involved in film-making. Being the work of lust and lure, it should 
be left to the infidels”. The infidels were happy to have their films shown to the believers and 
the distributors’ lobby (in Bombay) was relieved’. Gazdar, 1997, p. 24. 

22  The Indian films already imported could still be screened from time to time, but even these 
screenings were banned after the 1965 war, under pressure from Pakistani filmmakers who 
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wanted to eliminate this competitor for financial resources and audiences. 

23  After both countries exploded nuclear devices in May 1998. ‘Indian videos disappeared from 
the shops in Lahore and shopkeepers vowed to stock them no more. Within two months, 
however, all the empty shelves had been refilled with new movies.’ Page and Crawley, 2001, 
p. 237. 

24  Following tensions with India after 13 December 2001, Pakistan banned internet access in 
the border areas, while India shut down local Internet access in Kashmir and began policing 
Internet cafes in order to check communication – Hasan, M, The Nation, 11 January 2002 

25  Until then, the Karachi-Bombay ferry and the Lahore-Amritsar road were used freely by 
Indians and Pakistanis crossing over for weekend shopping trips, to visit relatives and watch 
films, until the restrictions were imposed 

26  Pakistani passports until then carried a stamp stating ‘valid for all countries except Israel’ – 
amended to include ‘and India’ in the 1980s. 

27  In July 2003, two-year old Pakistani Noor Fatima, born with a congenital heart defect, played 
an important role in reducing tensions between the two countries. Doctors referred Noor’s 
parents, who could not afford to take her to a western country, to a cardiac hospital in India – 
but at that time there were no rail, air or bus links. Indian Prime Minister Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee heard of the family's plight and offered to restore transportation links. Noor and her 
parents were on the first bus from Lahore to Delhi when the link was restored. People on 
both sides of the border rallied to Noor’s support as she underwent a successful operation; 
the goodwill between the two countries continued and eventually led to peace talks. Many 
other Pakistani children have also been successfully treated in India. Recently, appeals by the 
Labour Party of Pakistan led to the Indian government sponsoring the treatment and travel of 
Museeb Akber, three-months old, born with four holes in his heart, the son of a railway 
worker in Lahore. 

28  The Wagah border check post between Lahore and Amritsar, Delhi, or Bombay. 
29  As The Friday Times Editor Najam Sethi found in 1998 after he gave an ‘anti-Pakistan’ 

lecture in Delhi – in which he said nothing beyond previously published editorials. But at that 
point, he needed to be taught a lesson, and the Delhi lecture provided the Pakistan 
government a pretext to do just that. 

30  Even the cricket hero Imran Khan confessed to this misconception, recalling his first visit to 
India as a leader of his celebrated team a generation ago. ‘He said he was surprised to find 
that Indians did not have horns on their heads. Demonization was the official policy on both 
sides of the wall that went up after the war of 1965’, M J Akbar, 31 March 2004. See also 
Taneja, 2000 and Shamsie, 18 February 2004. 

31  ‘…by the time the cricket is over more than 15,000 Indians will have visited Pakistan for the 
first time. By the third week of April, in that case, Pakistan will have 15,000 goodwill 
ambassadors in India. The key has been spontaneity and sustenance. You might be able to 
put on a friendly act for a day, but no government can order a nation to embrace another.’ M 
J Akbar, 31 March 2004. For the moving and exuberant account of the experience of one 
Indian, see Nagesh, 2004. 

32  SAARC was formed in 1985. 
33  Often funded by grants from western non-government and government foundations, e.g. from 

Canada, the Scandinavian countries, the Netherlands, and Germany; as well as France, the 
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UK and the USA. Some are organized by foreign NGOs with local partners, like the 
Canadian-based South Asia Partnership (SAP). 

34  Favourite NGO conference venues have been Kathmandu and Colombo, where Indians and 
Pakistanis face no visa restrictions. But even these venues were made virtually off-limits 
when India and Pakistan banned overflights during their last tense stand-off. 

35  Precipitated by a combination of the Indian security forces brutality and Pakistan’s 
withdrawal of support following Benazir Bhutto’s meeting with Rajiv Gandhi in 1989. 

36  ‘There were a lot of NGO women dialoguing and attending conferences, workshops, training 
sessions in both countries in the 1980s and 1990s before things got tougher on travel. Of 
course not all of it was specifically to endorse peace but the exchanges and dialogues had this 
over all effect and contributed in this direction a great deal’ – Saneeya Hussain, email to the 
writer, May 2004 

37  ‘The personal initiative has played a significant role throughout. Individuals on both sides 
have gone against their government’s policies, risked being labelled as antinational elements 
and traitors because they feel it’s worth doing, to build peace with each other, and they feel 
passionate enough to withstand the intelligence agencies hounding them. At the same time, 
any initiative can fall apart because of foot dragging by the authorities, or their suddenly 
cooling of – Salima Hashmi, discussion with the writer, Karachi, May 2004. 

38  In defiance of their respective ‘security regimes’, Indian and Pakistani women set up a joint 
camp on Kashmir during the 1995 United Nations (UN) Women’s Conference at Beijing. In 
1999, the newly elected Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) government in India invited popular 
Pakistani rock band Junoon to perform at a ‘peace concert’ in New Delhi. The band used the 
opportunity to speak out against nuclear weapons, for which they were pilloried as ‘traitors’ 
at home, and banned from television until the government was overthrown. See also Naeem 
Mohaiemen, January 2004.  

39  Mubashir Hasan, Walls Talk, Nov. 2003. In the early 1990s, The Frontier Post hosted a 
series of similar meetings in Lahore, attended by prominent Indian intellectuals, lawyers and 
journalists. 

40  Salima Hashmi is currently Dean of the Visual Arts Department at the recently established 
BeaconHouse National University in Lahore, where two students each from the South Asian 
countries, including India, have recently completed year-long residential scholarships funded 
by the South Asia Foundation (of which Mrs Hashmi is the Pakistan representative) 

41  Salima Hashmi, discussion with the writer, Karachi, May 2004. 
42  Ibid 
43  The New York based Indian artist Zarina Hashmi (no relation to Salima) also focuses on 

India-Pakistan issues. Her recent exhibition of wood-cut prints entitled ‘Cities, Countries and 
Borders’ travelled to Karachi and Lahore from Bombay. ‘The line is just in everyone’s head’, 
she told an interviewer, talking about the print titled ‘Dividing Line’. ‘Our generation has 
come to peace with it a long time ago. So if India and Pakistan are holding peace talks now, 
I’m glad. I just wish they had done it earlier’ Interview in The Indian Express, 14 January 
2004. 

44  Aban Marker, Khawar Mumtaz, Ameneh Azam Ali, Kauser Said Khan 
45  Organized by the International Union for the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources, IUCN 

Pakistan, which Aban Marker of Shirkat Gah started around then along with Anil Agarwal’s 
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Centre for Science and Environment (CSE, an independent, public interest organisation started in 1980 in New 
Delhi).  

46   Saneeya Hussain, a Shirkat Gah member who then worked with IUCN, email to the writer, 
May 2004. 

47  Between 1987 and 1996, ‘An Inventory of Current Initiatives of Track II Dialogues related to 
South Asia’, Ford Foundation, New Delhi, lists several non-governmental initiatives 
launched and institutions created exclusively to promote peace between India and Pakistan: 
one in 1987, one in 1989, two each from 1991 to1993, eight in 1994, one in 1995 and one in 
1996. Dr Mubashir Hasan, Walls lecture, 2003. 

48  The regional and bilateral academic residential sessions organized by Applied Socio-
economic Research Centre (ASR) in Lahore, involving historians, artists, and writers have 
helped forge many contacts as well as greater understanding. 

49  In June, a delegation from the Women’s Chamber of Commerce and Industry visited India, 
where they were received, among others, by Sonia Gandhi. 

50  Rimcollians’ ‘Old School Ties Survive Three Wars’, Beena Sarwar, IPS, 9 April 1996 
51  See Joint Statement against Nuclear Tests and Weapons by retired officers. 
52  Dr Mubashir Hasan, Walls lecture, 2003. 
53  Eqbal Ahmad, Nisar Osmani, Asma Jahangir, Nasim Zehra and Dr Mubashir Hasan, who 

arrived in New Delhi on 27 May 1990. Ibid. 
54  See PIPFPD declarations. 
55  Taneja, March 2000. 
56  Asma Jahangir, discussion with the writer, May 2004. 
57  Following India’s nuclear tests of 1998, Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif hesitated over whether 

or not to respond in kind, his arch-rival Benazir Bhutto is reported to have contemptuously 
sent him a box of glass bangles in order to provoke him to take that step. 

58  Asma Jahangir, discussion with the writer, Karachi, May 2004. 
59  At a two-week residential workshop organized by the ASR in 2001 in Lahore, while working 

on a public mural at Lahore’s Gulab Devi Hospital, Indian artist Gargi Raina discovered a 
plaque dedicated to her great-grandmother’s sister, whose death by tuberculosis had led her 
family to donate the ward. The public in the area became involved with the discovery of her 
connection to their city. Later, when she visited her ancestral village, she received an 
emotional welcome as the entire population turned out to greet her, and presented her with 
their most valued items, like dowry outfits. The incident changed the work and life of this 
young woman, now working in Baroda. – Salima Hashmi, discussion with the writer, May 
2004. 

60  At one of the evenings, Mumbai-based Seema Anil Sehgal, the 'Bulbul (nightingale) of 
Jammu and Kashmir' sang the poetry of Allama Iqbal, the man credited with the idea of 
Pakistan. In May 2003, she dedicated her CD recorded at the first ever concert of Iqbal’s 
poetry in India, to 'India-Pakistan friendship'. Her first CD, Sarhad (1998), based on Ali 
Sardar Jafri’s poetry, was similarly dedicated – and was carried as a national gift by Prime 
Minister Vajpayee during his February 1999 Lahore visit (email to Salima Hashmi, 6 March 
2004). On 24 April 2004, she held another concert dedicated to peace, based on the poetry of 
Faiz Ahmed Faiz. 

61  Anand Patwardhan is a long time member of the PIPFPD; his ‘Jang Aur Aman’ (2003) won 
Best Documentary Award at the Kara Fest. 
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62  Sarwar, Beena, ‘Time to provoke peace’, The News, 15 Jan 2002. 
63  At a regional meeting in Dhaka in 1996, Pakistani women activists apologized to their 

Bangladeshi sisters for the discrimination and atrocities they underwent at the hands of West 
Pakistan and its army; this apology was repeated at another historic regional meeting in 
Lahore in December 2000. 

64  ‘Women have a broader, more holistic understanding of peace than just Kargil or the LoC’ – 
Urvashi Butalia, discussion with the writer, Katmandu, May 2004. 

65  The American historian Elise G Young, who tried to get Indian and Pakistani women 
together in her Global Women’s History Project, Spring 2000, was somewhat taken aback to 
learn that the women she had invited already knew each other. 

66  Manjri Sewak, Fall 2003 
67  Sewak, M, ibid.; see also Dr Mubashir Hasan’s Walls lecture, 2003. 
68  South Asia Free Media Association, formally launched in Islamabad, July 2001, attended by 

dozens of prominent South Asian journalists. 
69  Two years later, in August 2002, the writer Arundhati Roy giving a speech in Karachi 

declared: ‘If I had prior knowledge that India was preparing to send a nuclear missile towards 
Pakistan, I would be here to receive it… As the citizen of a democracy, I have a 
responsibility. And I would die rather than let nuclear weapons be used against any country’. 
(Sarwar, B, ‘Time for a thaw?’, 25 Aug 2002). However, the women’s bus delegates 
disappointed many Pakistanis with their insistence that India should disarm only after the 
USA and China take the lead; Pakistanis were calling for a unilateral disbanding of nuclear 
weapons – a stand criticized by many as unrealistic and therefore unlikely to be realized. 

70  Mehreen Jabbar and others, letter to Editor, Dawn, 14 Jan 2002). In response, the chairman 
censor board ordered a re examination of the film and said he had taken action against some 
censor board members. However, there is no organized monitoring of the films that are 
released. 

71  Gen. Zia’s government refused NOCs to male opposition lawyers; the pro-government 
lawyers who attended were enraged by Asma Jahangir’s paper on the Hudood laws; Indian 
newspapers splashed photos of her opponents shouting at her. ‘The minute we got back, they 
held a press conference and demanded my arrest!’ Later that year, Indian lawyers gained a 
deeper understanding of the problems faced in Pakistan when they attended the International 
Women and Law Conference in Lahore (November 1985. In those pre-funding days, 
outstation guests stayed at homes, and private parties hosted meals – dinner hosts included 
the respected lawyer Mian Mehmood Ali Kasuri, father of Khurshid Kasuri, Pakistan’s 
present Foreign Minister) and the Chief Justice Javed Iqbal,son of the philosopher Allama 
Iqbal who is credited with the idea of Pakistan). 

72  Journalists Kalpana Sharma and Barkha Dutt were not granted clearance for a South Asian 
Media Women’s Conference in Karachi (the event was eventually cancelled); neither was 
filmmaker Anand Patwardhan, invited to address the Eqbal Ahmed Memorial Lecture Series 
in Karachi, Lahore and Islamabad on the anniversary of the nuclear tests (also postponed). 
Clearance was granted, but a visa denied at the last minute to Indian dancer Sharmistra 
Mukherjee, due to participate in a classical dance performance ‘Rhythms of Peace’, based on 
the poetry of Rabindranath Tagore and Faiz Ahmed Faiz, organized by Sheema Kermani in 
Karachi and Islamabad (May 2004). When she went to collect her passport from the Pakistan 
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Embassy and mentioned that she would be dancing, the embassy officials refused to grant 
Sharmistra the visa, saying that she did not have permission to perform. 

73     Dr Mubashir Hasan, Walls talk, 2003 
74  The Pakistani artist Farida Batool submitted a project proposal for an exhibition in Pakistan, 

to the Canadian High Commission some eight months ago, but has not heard back from 
them, says Salima Hashmi. 

75  Many Indian and Pakistani journalists made their initial contacts with counterparts from the 
other country during regional media meetings organized by media NGOs like Panos South 
Asia, South Asia Media Association (SAMA), and since 2000, the South Asia Free Media 
Association (SAFMA).  

76  ‘This is the field which has so far remained unexplored simply because the vernacular field is 
not well understood by third parties who finance the dialogues. English is the universal 
medium of dialogue among adversaries, but in the case of India and Pakistan, Urdu and 
Hindi are so closely linked that a dialogue can take place in them….The Urdu–Hindi 
language is also the carrier of state propaganda and the vocabulary of two opposed 
nationalisms. If a dent is made in this sector, the result will be far-reaching. There is no 
tradition of communication between the vernacular journalists. As a result, the opinion they 
express is more virulent and adds more effectively to the rupture of comprehension that has 
taken place between Indians and Pakistanis’, Khaled Ahmed, Himal, 1998 

77 Zakia Sarwar, discussion with the writer, Karachi, May 2004. 
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