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THE FIRST STEP 
LET US KNOW WHAT YOU THINK

‘Destination Peace’: A commitment by the Jang Group, Geo and The Times of India Group to
create an enabling environment that brings the people of Pakistan and India closer together,
contributing to genuine and durable peace with honour between our countries.

A peace initiative whose time has come...

Wednesday, November 20, 2013

F
or a cricket crazy In-
dian and a Sachin
Tendulkar devotee,
the last few weeks
have been an emo-
tional rollercoaster. I

have fantasised about his retire-
ment and the outpouring of emo-
tions for many years. In the end,
he got a farewell that he de-
served. However, the most amaz-
ing part of that was the tributes
he received from Pakistanis,
cricketers and the man on street
alike. It was as if Pakistan was
bidding adieu to one of its own.

The social media, specially the
Aman ki Asha Facebook group
was full of Pakistanis writing
beautiful posts about him and
how they loved him as much as
we did in India.

One of the first to comment
along these lines on the Group
was Yasir Ali, a Dubai-based Pak-
istani. “Need a book to cover his
entire career and other records,”
he wrote. “Sachin Tendulkar is
playing his last test against West
Indies in Mumbai... The cricket-

ing lovers will miss this living leg-
end. Respect”.

Entrepreneur Tariq Jamil
Khan was beaming with pride
that Sachin made his debut in his
city. Referring to the status of
‘bhagwan’ (god) that some have
conferred on Sachin, Tariq wrote,
“Sachin deserves his elevation as
the god of cricket. Remember, he
made his debut in my city at Na-
tional Stadium, Karachi.”

Javed Iqbal, another proud

and staunchly nationalistic Pak-
istani, wrote: “We won’t see such
a Great Player in next 1000
years”. He posted several tributes
to Sachin in various Pakistani
newspapers.

Islamabad based educationist
Shireen Coco Omar could not
contain her excitement - she
shared all my posts about Sachin
on her wall.

Aoun Irshad Syed, a software
professional in Karachi, wrote

“AN ERA COMES TO AN END!!!!
THANK YOU SACHIN!!!! THERE
CAN NEVER BE ANOTHER LIKE
U...FROM A DIE HARD FAN
IN PAKISTAN!!!”

“I love Sachin! He is
the greatest player
ever,” commented
Noreen Haider, a de-
velopment expert
and columnist in
Islamabad.

Duba i - ba sed
Hira Mariam
counted her bless-
ings: “Sachin you
will be missed.. I
am lucky that I am
born in this era...
(you) are a perfect ex-
ample of a sound mind
and body... you have never
let pressure took over you!
I have learned many things
by watching your innings “

Muhammad Essa in Karachi
called him the “greatest cricket
player in history”. Lahore-based
social worker Saeeda Farooq
called him “a legend” and Arif
Pasha in businessman in Hyder-
abad, Sindh, wrote “Stay blessed
Sachin”.

Truck Artist Haider Ali wrote
“Rab nay sachin jaysa player
naahi banaya” (God has not

created another player like
Sachin.

Indian origin Fatima Harris,
married to a Pakistani, excitedly
flaunted her “colony” connection
with Sachin. She was born in
Mumbai in the same neighbour-
hood as Sachin, and so proud of it.

Many Indians in the group pri-
vately confessed that they were
very surprised at the warm re-
sponse of the Pakistanis. Having

grown up in an era where it
was once remarked that

India Pakistan
matches are war

without the
weapons, they
were moved by
this.

The ques-
tion that comes
to my mind is
this: if people
have such a
s p o n t a n e o u s

outpouring of
love and fraternity

despite the hate-
mongering and the

iron curtain that the im-
migration authorities on
both sides have sought
to impose, imagine what

will happen if they are allowed to
meet each other? I am sure they
will tear down the wall of hatred
that separates us. Hoping that
this mad visa regime is disman-
tled soon. #MilneDo

The author is an IT profes-
sional and a peace activist
based in Ghaziabad, India.

samir.gupta@cklear.com
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Destination Peace

She is an Oxfordian,
lawyer, pop musi-
cian and retail en-
trepreneur from
Lahore. He is an es-

tablished restaurateur and
entertainment producer
from Mumbai. It didn’t take
them long to realise that
they were meant to be to-

gether, after meeting through mutual friends while she was visit-
ing India some time back.

“It took a couple of more meetings for me to realise that she
was a very special woman, far above the ordinary,” recalls Riyaaz.

“Riyaaz has a very disarming and charismatic personality,” says
Kiran. “It’s hard not to fall under his spell.”

And so Kiran Chaudhry and Riyaaz Amlani celebrated their wed-
ding in India and Pakistan last December. Like-minded, sociable,
industrious and expansive, they enjoy flitting between Mumbai,
Delhi and Lahore.

Riyaaz proposed to Kiran in Bandra’s picturesque Christian
quarter, Mumbai. “He showed me an old, deserted building with a
sign that said ‘St. Jude’s Bakery.’ He asked if I knew that St. Jude
was the patron saint of lost souls, and told me that this was where
he was planning to build a home. And while I was mulling all this
over, he suddenly went down on one knee and took out a little box!
It was the most magical night of my life!”

Kiran’s family also fell in love with her fiancé straightaway. Her

father is a distinguished member of the Lahore Police with pre-Par-
tition ancestry from Patiala via Multan, while her maternal roots lie
in Kashmir. “They were initially a little concerned that I would be
moving to India and that there might be visa issues but when they
met Riyaaz, all of those concerns fell away… They are so happy
that I have found someone who is so right for me. I think it offers
a far richer experience to be able to live and work in more than
one country.”

Riyaaz is of Muslim and Parsi heritage; his father is a chemicals
industrialist and his mother a housewife. He was “blown away” by
the “hospitality, generosity and love” shown by people he met in
Pakistan. “It is truly a special place. We are the same people, right
down to our language and culture. As for my parents, they were
both overjoyed…they thought I would never get married, being so
involved with my work and all. But when they met Kiran, they were
just over the moon. I haven’t met anyone who doesn’t instantly
warm to her.”

Kiran feels “blessed” to have met Riyaaz. “It was most definitely
destined. Riyaaz is an extraordinary human being. He is generous
spirited, has tremendous vision, is a true champion of women and
is constantly open to growth as a person. To other couples, I advise,
go for it. There is so much to learn from each other and bring to
each other’s countries.”

Despite endless paperwork, the two have generous praise for
their respective High Commissions who assisted them in bringing
close to a hundred guests to and from their nations. “The officials
at the Pakistan High Commission went out of their way to assist
us. Even at the border, the officers on either side almost joined in

the celebratory mood and were wonderfully helpful and hospitable.
This made the border crossing a very special experience,” says
Riyaaz. For Kiran, “the Indian Embassy staff was incredibly helpful
and understanding. They called me ‘India ki bahu’ and assured me
that my wedding plans would go smoothly.”

Kiran jokes that she has adopted the Indian headshake which
can “simultaneously means yes or no” while Riyaaz has added ‘yaar’
to his most frequently-used slang. When it comes to cricket, they
are firmly diplomatic.

“It’s a win-win situation,” quips Kiran. “No need to pick sides
anymore,” adds Riyaaz.

Laleen is an Islamabad based media specialist. This piece is
adapted from her series ‘When Hari Met Saleeha’, originally

published in Libas International; laaleen@gmail.com
twitter@laaleen 

“A win-win situation”
The first of a series chronicling five vibrant cross-border couples, stories that 
transcend squabbles over cricket or Kashmir. Readers are welcome to share 

their own stories across the divide

T
he internet search engine
Google’s moving, beautifully
made little video “Reunion”,
released on November 13 has
gone viral. In less than a
week, the ad on

Youtube has been played over
four million times, and shared
endlessly on facebook, twitter
and blogs, and posted on other
video sharing portals like Vimeo
(over 70,000 views).

The three-and-a-half minute
film (http://bit.ly/HTRU7A) is the firstis
the first and most popular in the five-part
series that includes four shorter pieces.
The story is premised on a young girl from
Mumbai visiting her grandfather in Delhi.
He tells her that he misses his childhood
friend Yousuf, whom he hasn’t seen since
leaving Lahore at Partition. She Googles
the key words from the grandfather’s story
and phones ‘Yousuf uncle’ at his sweet
shop in Lahore… The rest, as they say, is
history.

Most people who’ve seen the ad have
been moved to tears or at least choked up,
despite their best intentions. But beyond
the fantasy fairytale ending of ‘reunion’
lurks the reality, like a wicked witch keep-
ing lovers apart. And that reality is the

wretched visa regime that makes it next to
impossible for Indians and Pakistanis to
visit each other’s countries.

There is a reciprocal list of visa require-
ments; India’s it must be said, is longer and
far more daunting, including the notorious
Sponsorship Certificate that an Indian mag-
istrate-level officer must sign and stamp,
vouching for the Pakistani applicant. (See
and sign the petition against visa restric-
tions at www.change.org/milnedo).

Some joked about the potential of the ad

to morph into a full-fledged shaadi scene,
or the dismay evoked by a surprise guest
landing up and expecting to stay indefi-
nitely. But even they admitted to initially
feeling choked up, and reverting to cyni-
cism later. Fair enough. Having a laugh at
potential absurdities and feeling moved
don’t have to be mutually exclusive.

At the end of the day, the Google ad is,
after all, a commercial, the aim of which is
to promote the company. But it’s phenom-
enally well made, tugs at the heart strings

and is highly
effective in conveying two messages:

Google as a search engine, and the pain of
Partition.

The elephant in the room is the real-
ity that even Google can do nothing
about: the restrictive visa regime be-
tween India and Pakistan. Getting a

cross-border visa is next to impossible.
You can’t just “Google it” to obtain it.

This is a limitation that a young Pak-
istani, Taha Kirmani, obviously kept in
mind while making his short film ‘Respect’
(August 2012; link: ).

The film conveys the basic commend-
able message that all humans must be re-
spected. In it, a young man connects his
grandfather to a childhood friend across
the border using Google, Facebook,
Google Earth (to show him his old neigh-
bourhood), and Skype.

It is clearly an amateur effort — they’ve
got a young fellow acting as the grandfa-
ther, it’s not as slickly produced as the
Google ad — but it is still quite moving. It

is also more real-
istic than the
Google ad: the
two old friends
connect via
Skype — as so
many old
friends actually
have.

With the
rise of web-
based tech-
n o l o g i e s ,
both the Re-
spect film
and the Re-

union ad are based on a pretty ob-
vious idea that many have been talking
about, including on the Aman ki Asha
facebook group. Then there was the initia-
tive in 2004, by my friend and former col-
league, the journalist Mazhar Zaidi, then
with the BBC Urdu service in London, to
‘reunite’ Kashmiri families across the di-
vide using web links. The BBC video link-

ups in Muzaffarabad and Srinagar allowed
members of divided families who had not
met for 25 years or more to see each other
for the first time.

This division and the painful visa
regime that keeps people apart affect mil-
lions. So it is only natural that the corpora-
tions would try and tap into that market.
The wonder is that they have taken so long
about it.

Remember the upbeat Coca Cola pro-
motion just a few months ago, in May
2013 in conjunction with Small World Ma-
chines? That was also based around the
yearning of Indians and Pakistanis to con-
nect. The Google ad, going to a deeper
level, hits a far more emotional chord.
Plus there are no ill health effects associ-
ated with Google.

It would be fair to say that the Aman ki
Asha campaign, launched on Jan 1, 2010
as a corporate social responsibility initia-
tive by the Jang Group and Times of India,
has played a major role in providing a
platform for the aspirations of Indians and
Pakistanis to meet, and making these as-
pirations visible. This, coupled with the
rise of web-based technologies, has cre-
ated an unprecedented groundswell for
peace between India and Pakistan.

No wonder that the haters and bigots
are going into overdrive to try and stop
this movement somehow. Let them try. In
this age of digital communication, they will
not succeed. Now if only the governments
would understand this and stop trying to
keep people apart.

India and Pakistan, it’s time to imple-
ment the liberal visa regime you agreed
upon last year.

The writer is Editor, Aman ki Asha,

THAT VISA: You can’t just ‘Google it’
Google»s tearjerker ≈Reunion∆ ad released on the web has tapped into a rising groundswell for peace between the people of India and Pakistan

Stills from Google’s ‘Reunion’ ad: Going viral

By Beena Sarwar

By Samir Gupta

Many Indians in the Aman ki Asha facebook group were moved 
and surprised at the Pakistanis» tribute to Sachin

SACHIN: An outpouring of warmth

By Laaleen Khan

B R I E F S
Laal in India

Three members of the well-known Lahore-based
music band Laal are headed for India this week, to
participate in a couple of seminars and concerts, be-

sides meeting with the Urdu Society in Kolkata.
The first seminar is on Democracy at the Institute of

Development Studies (IDSK) in Kolkatta, Nov 20-22 (free
and open to the public), 9.30 am to 6.00 pm, at IDSK Salt
Lake Campus (27/D, DD Block, Sector I, Salt Lake, Kolkata
700064. Contact: +91 (33) 2321 3120/21; email Dr.
Subhoranjan Dasgupta srdasgup@vsnl.net.

On Nov 21, Laal will perform at the IDSK Salt Lake
Campus at 6pm.

The second seminar titled, “My music, my politics”
will take place on Nov 24 at 4.30 pm, at Annex Hall, Col-
lege Street, Kolkata, with musician-activist Susmit Bose. Laal will perform at a concert at
Jadavpur University on Nov 25, at 5.00 pm. Both events are free and open to the public.
For more information contact Sumit Das +91-98-7478-7270.

In the Delhi area, Laal will perform at the Ustav Festival, Gurgaon, on Nov 30. 

Canadian Punjabis for peace
The forthcoming Dhahan International Punjabi Literature

Prize aims to bring the people of India and Pakistan closer

Adelegation of writers and intellectuals — Canadi-
ans of Punjabi origin – visiting Lahore under the
aegis of the Canada-India Center for Excellence

in Science and Technology, Trade and Policy, expressed
their support for the Aman ki Asha initiative. The Cen-
ter’s founder Barj S. Dhahan, a Professor at Carleton
University, Ottawa, has also initiated the $25,000 Dha-
han International Punjabi Literature Prize.

The Prize will be announced in Vancouver, Canada,
in October 2014. High level juries for the Shah Mukhi and Grumukhi scripts will decide
the winner from entries around the world. The award aims to promote Punjabi literature as
well as to bring closer the people of India and Pakistan, particularly Punjab. Punjabi is
the language of 120 million people globally, including an estimated 29 million in India
and 76 million in Pakistan. Punjabi is the fifth most commonly spoken language in
Canada, notes Prof. Dhahan.

The delegation included Prof. Dhahan’s sisters Harinder Dhahan and Manjit Dhahan
and their 88-year-old mother Kashmir Dhahan, all visiting Lahore for the first time.

— aka

A Pakistani fan of Sachin shares his feelings

Sachin: Respect

Prof. Barj S. Dhahan: bridging
divides

Kiran Chaudhry and Riyaaz Amlani: wedding reception in Mumbai...
and Lahore

 


